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27 May 1960 


Honorable Clair Engle 
United States Senate 


Gear Senater Engle: 


Ihave your letter of 13 May 1960 forwarding a copy of a tele- 
gram which you received frem the Honerable Kenneth Hahn, Super- 
wiser of District Twe of the county of Les Angeles, California. 


In bie letter te you, Mr. Hahn mentions correspondence which 
be sent to you and other members of the Congress jaat fall regarding 
statements made by Soviet Premier Khrushchev during his visit te 
Los Angeles. Copies of these letters were forwarded to us for 
corament by more than 15 sources In the “ ongress. At that time, 

1 indicated that Khruehchev's comments concerning intelligence 
activities and specifically the Central Intelligence Agency, in our 

gaind, represented part of a deliberate campaign ta discredit U.5. 
intelligence and thus leave a clearer field for cemrmunist subversion. 
Shrushchev obvieusly would like to deprive the U.S. of one of ite 
principal weapons for combating communtem., Ae you know, Khrushchev 
has stated that Moscow hae not renounced ani will act change ite 
objective that all the nations of the free world should and shall become 
Communist. 


As far as Khrushchev's specific claims are concerned, | pointed 
out that one of his motives was to draw out any information that an 
official reply or action might supply. As iar as we are concerned, 
Khrushchev has act secured much comfort out of us in this respect; 
in fact, nothing comparable to what we have gained ixem Soviet 
defectors and agents. 
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4a far as the general communications systeme of the U.S. 


Government are concerned, they are protected between seader and 

recipient by a variety of means, none of which were made suspect by 
Khruehchev's remarks, We are constantly calculating the protection 
given to such communications by the inberent security of the devices 


mae 


# and are constantly alert te iuterpret and exploit any information 


which would alter our calculations. it-Rrushchev's remarke were 
limited to matters which did not give us any new information of this 
sert. 


i discussed this matter with Ambassador Lodge who said he 


reminded Khrushchev about his offer to document hia claims with 
copies of the secret messages but Khrushchev atver did supply the 
doctments, 


in general, we would eay that for the United States to react to 


Kherushchev's remarks as certain quarters have suggested would be 
to play inte the hands of the Soviets, 


Gincerely, 


PEO Beem, 


Allen ©, Oulles 
Director 
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OGC/LC /GLC:jmd (23 May 60) 
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1 Nei 


“MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR 


* 


Attached for your signature is a reply toa 
letter from Senator Clair Engle requesting your 
comments on points raised in a telegram which he 
received from Mr. Kenneth Hahn. With minor 
changes, the attached reply is a restatement of 
your comments on Mr, Hahn's original corres- 
pondence to members of the Congress regarding 
Khrushchev's statements in California concerning 
code books and communications allegedly inter- 
cepted by Soviet agents. 


STAT 
STAT 


egislative Counsel 


(DATE) 
24 MAY 1560 


FORM NO. 101 REPLACES FORM 10-104 
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